
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excitement was high on Saturday the 1
st
 of November at the Commissioning Service 

for the new Riverside Church in Eagle House Gardens, Blandford. 

A congregation of just over fifty gathered together, made up of the new founding 

members of Riverside and others from Broadstone Baptist, the “planting” Church.  

In 2024 at Broadstone Baptist (BBC) the lead pastor Pastor Tim Gamston and the 

then Assistant Pastor Steven Driver were convicted about the need for a church 

“plant” in an area of rural North Dorset. A planting team was established made up 

from leaders and members of local churches several of whom have church planting 

experience.  

In 2021 Steven joined BBC from Poole Christian Fellowship, where he had faithfully 

served as Children and Youth Minister for eight years. He completed his MA Degree 

in Christian Ministry at Crosslands Seminary and is now a regular preacher and 

overseer of youth activities.  Steven and his young family have relocated from Poole 

to Blandford St Mary to focus on establishing up Riverside Church.  

We asked Pastor Steven for his thoughts:- 

“Having been born and brought up in Blandford it is exciting to return to the 

community as a minister and head up the launch of “Riverside Church”. I know how 

much of a blessing this town is and how much God loves Blandford; we want to 

reflect that love to this community by sharing with them his good news for them!" 

The commissioning service including a short talk and sung worship was jointly led 

by Tim Gamston and Steven Driver assisted by the elders from Broadstone Baptist.  

We look forward to watching Riverside Church grow in numbers and become firmly 

established as part of the Blandford community. Sunday family services start at 

10.30am.  

For more information:- Please contact Steven Driver on 07476 792029 

Website: www.riversidechurchblandford.co.uk    Photograph below 
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